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President:  Graham Truelove 
Vice President:  Rupert Linn 
Secretary:  Barry Brown 
Treasurer:  Elizabeth Beaman 
 

Newsletter Editors:  Graham Truelove 
 and Lloyd Ross 

Newsletter email:          lloydross@bigpond.com 
 
Photography:  Lloyd Ross 
 
 

Correspondence:   
Attn  Barry Brown 
4 Friendship Place 
Beacon Hill 
NSW 2100 
 

Workshop: 
Narrabeen RSL Club 
Nareen Pde 
Nth Narrabeen NSW 2101 
 

Meetings: 
Tuesday & Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 
Saturday 9am – 3:00 pm 
 

Monthly: 
3rd Sunday of each month 10:00am-3:30pm 
 

Web:        www.snbwoodturners.com 
Email       snbwoodturners@hotmail.com 

 
Demonstrator for this month 

 
Meg Webster 

 

 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Do you have any questions, 
answers, tips, tricks, bright ideas, 
anything to do with  turning, the 
club, or just want to have a good old 
fashioned whinge…this forum is for 
YOU! 
 
email: The Editor  
          About-Turn Newsletter 
          lloydross@bigpond.com 
 
 

Some tips for new turners on 
bowl turning to help you on 
your way: 
 
 

The path of your gouge does 
not have to go from rim to 
center in a straight line. Often 
by sweeping the gouge up 
above center then tracking it 
back down to end at the center 
you can get around a tough 
transition from side to bottom if 
you don't have a second gouge 
with a steeper grind. 
 
This is possibly the most 
valuable tip: When starting 
your hollowing cuts, the flute of 
the gouge must face the center 
of the bowl. If the cutting edge 
at the tip of the gouge is 
not perpendicular, it will run in 
the direction of the angle of the 
cutting edge -- typically toward 
the outside, ruining the rim. 
Once it has entered the cut, 
you can rotate it to the ideal 
cutting angle. 
 
 
From:- 
www.craftsy.com/blog/2014/06/bowl-
turning/ 

 
 
 
 
PLEASE forward your tips and 
tricks to me. We can all learn from 
others experience 

Lloyd 

Wood-eze 
WOODTURNING 

SUPPLIES 
for all 

Woodturning 
Requirements 

      -------------------------------
---- 
 

Teknatool & GPW Chucks 
 

Lathe Accessories 
 

Arbortec Products 
 

P & N Chisels 
 

Razortip Pyrography 
Products 

 
Pen Parts/Clocks 

Craft Supplies 
 

Reseller: Carba-Tec/GPW 
 
 

Leigh & Yvonne Ferguson 
130 The Promenade 

Sans Souci NSW 2219 

 

Big Tree   Hi Lloyd, Friend 
of mine is visiting Oregon . 
Thought of a few bowls & 
such that could be created 
from the off cuts! Paddy  
 

BARGAINS................... 
 

WE HAVE IN THE STORE 
 

SELLEYS AQUADHERE                                             $5.00 
SELLEYS ALL FIX                                                       $3.00 
2LTR BOTTLES OF END GRAIN SEALER                 $2.00 
NO MORE GAPS                                                         $2.00 
MAXI NAILS                                                                 $3.00 



MEETING      SUNDAY      18st September .2016 
 

SYDNEY NORTHERN BEACHES WOODTURNERS INC. 

The meeting opened after morning tea with 26 members present. The tutorial video of the 
use of the defribulator was shown as a reminder to members of how to use it should a 
member have a stroke, heart attack or stop breathing. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted. Arising from the minutes was 
the fact that the 24 Aprons ordered for use at Bunnings had arrived and Joe Reaney’s wife 
had kindly embroidered our club logo on them.  
A meeting had been held with the RSL club management re the smoke detectors in our 
workshop. We were informed that the appropriate detectors had been installed. Paddy 
suggested we need to test them on a regular basis. 
 
The treasurer Libby reported that we were in a healthy financial position. 
 
John Cottle provided the following information regarding the RAS Sydney Easter Show 
The Guild has advised that anyone wishing to show and or sell items at next years 2017 
Easter Show are to have any such items to them before Christmas this year. 
The categories very briefly are---- 
Item  1  Class   294 Turn Platter/Bowl 
Item  2    Class   295 Segmented work 
Item  3    Class   296 Inovative   must be 80%turned and does not fit in with the 
categories above 
Item  4    Class   299 Wooden box -  maximum size       450mm  x  300mm  x  150mm 
 
For complete details   please speak to John Cottle  
 
Northern Beaches Council Grants. Barry Brown and Gordon Scott attended a meeting with 
the grants committee to obtain information on what was available . It appears that until we 
have a block of land or some existing building to go to we don’t have a chance of attracting 
any of the grant money available . 
 
Insurance. Still investigating as determining exact benefits is proving difficult. 
 
Markets. Some discussion held re the Palm Beach market on 25th September where we will 
have a stall, members were asked to provide good quality goods for sale, load up on the 
Friday before. Brookvale Show. We have been allocated space for one 3x3 tent, no space 
for a lathe and demo.  Decided to have a stall at the Beaches Christmas Market on 17th 
December at Rat Park. 
 

 

 
 
 

Palm Beach Market 
 
The committee has decided to have a stall at the 
Palm Beach Market on the 25th September with a 
view to making it a permanent arrangement subject 
to its suitability. 
 
We will need a range of well made and finished 
items to display and sell. Please see June 
McKimmie for further information. 



Reported by Graham our President :-      A FEATHER IN YOUR CAP 

Sydney Northern Beaches Woodturners were invited by Bunnings Belrose Management to 

take part in their Father’s Day promotion. 

We were honoured and felt rather privileged to have been invited to take part by running and 

working the BBQ on the night as well as presenting and demonstrating a   D.I.Y  Woodturning 

Exhibition. 

Bunning’s Public Relations managers Suzie and Nicole put together a wonderful promotion 

which was attended to by hundreds of people during the evening. Suzie and Nicole are both 

hands on operators who ran the night perfectly mingling with and being part of all the 

activities. 

Dads  (for  Father’s  Day) as well as Mums and the Kids and all the others who attended 

were treated to an extremely entertaining evening. 

All were well accommodated for with ---  a very popular solo singing guitar playing   GABRIEL  

LEVIN    who provided the vocal entertainment      a  Jumping Castle,         a very well 

attended  and well controlled  Laser Tag  challenge game,        ever popular   ” Popcorn”   

cooked and served on the spot,      an excellent model Plane display,      a craft and painting 

workshop  (inviting children to make and paint gifts for Dad),    Face painting for the littlies,   

the Sydney Northern Beaches Woodturners demonstration and hands on D.I.Y.  (Thanks 

Jack and Ken for the demo and the little gifts for the kids).   Then to top it all off the 

BUNNINGS BBQ  complete with drinks,  little tarts and chocolates. 

All in all a very well run promotion and I am sure very much enjoyed by all. 

 

  

 



Show & Tell  conducted by Meg Webster 

 
Don’t forget we want Show and Tell to include anything that you have to show as well as the 
challenge subject. 
S  &  T   plays a major role in our monthly meeting agenda.  Everyone is always interested in 
the work that is shown on the day and it often gives us ideas to have a go at something that 
maybe we had not thought of. 
 
The Challenge:    Make a wooden toy involving some part which is turned. The toys are to be 
donated to the club and will be given to charity for children at Christmas. 
 
. 
The Result: It was a good response to a good challenge    and with today’s additions to the 
toys that Lloyd and his helpers have already put together, the kids are certainly going to have 
heaps to choose from. 
With that said Show and Tell commenced with:- 
 
June leading the way with eight rolling-ball-tortoises and a bowl that she turned from Banksia 
which she said was like turning wet sand, there was no shavings, just dust.  She said it would 
not polish and she did not recommend it for turning. 

 

Rupert      His old favourites racing cars 
turned on two centres.  Still a popular 
one among the kids. Tip – drill the axle 
holes before turning. 
 

Lloyd      made a tractor which was a real 
beauty.   
 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

Greg:-        Now here was a beauty, Greg’s 
work was really good, it was what I called a 
“Royal Carriage”.  

Gary Cox:-      Six   string-pull Spinning 
Tops. Well done Gary. 
 

Tony, :-        A pull along Bee whose wings rotate when the bee is moving. Tony also showed 
a Lamp stand that he rescued from a     clean-up week pile.      Tony found it hard to believe 
that anyone could throw out such a magnificent piece with such beautiful workmanship. 
 

Graham :-       A Merry-Go-Round,   rattles,   a clacker,   a Fred Flinstone   Hot Rod    and a    
Formula 1 style Hot Rod. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ken Cooper:-      Skittles  -  18 of them.      
Get your vernier’s  out and I will bet you 
there will not be much difference 
between the first and the last one. 
Turned from Cedar and Pine finished 
with Linseed Oil.  Well done Ken. 
 

John Cottle :-      The Cup Cake King,  
Cup Cakes and Platter.  These are still 
a favourite with the kids playing shops. 
 

Jack :-       Trucks     and a very impressive    Teardrop Lidded Box  all the more 
impressive when Jack explained the process he went through to finish the job.  Huon 
Pine and Queen Ebony timber with a Satin Polyurethane finish. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Meg Webster:-      Tanker Truck,  
Racing Car and a lovely Fred Flinstone 
sedan. 
 

Gordon McKenzie:- Wombats on 
Wheels,  Gordon made sure he got 
his bit of turning in by adding 
wheels. 
 



 
Thank you all very much for the thought effort and generosity that has gone into today’s 
challenge,  and thank you Lloyd.  You do a tremendous job with the toys.  The only down 
side to it all is that we don’t get to see the smiles that they must bring to the lovely little faces 
at Christmas time.  Well done all congratulations and thanks again 
 
 
Our next meeting will be on 19th October and the CHALLENGE IS TO :- turn a Spurtle and 
a Scoop as demonstrated today by Meg. 
 

 
 

Demonstration:  Our demonstrator today was Meg Webster 

Meg’s topic was kitchen implements - Spurtles and Scoops 
First up was some history of the origins of spurtels  and the warning 
that they must be used in a clockwise direction and only by the right 
hand or bad luck will follow. For those who are not in the know, a 
spurtle is:- (From Wikipedia) 
 
The spurtle (or "spirtle") is a Scots kitchen tool, dating from at least 
the fifteenth century. It was originally a flat, wooden, spatula-like 
utensil, used for flipping oatcakes on a hot griddle. 
Over time, the original implement changed shape and began being 
used specifically for stirring porridge and soups. The rod-like shape is 
designed for constant stirring which prevents the porridge from 

congealing and so becoming lumpy and unappealing. It looks like a fat wooden dowel, often 
with a contoured end to give the user a better grip. 
Traditionally, a spurtle is made from Scottish maple trees. 
 
The Annual Golden Spurtle World Porridge-Making Championship, held in Carrbridge each 
year, invites porridge-makers from across the globe to compete for the "Golden Spurtle". 
 
Meg started with a 300 x 40 x40 blank of cotoneaster (grevillia or 
bottle brush are good too) and turned it down to 20 dia. using a 
parting tool to set the required diameter at several spots. Her tip was 
to ensure the body of the tool is firmly on the tool rest and not 
the bevel. The areas for the thistle top and stirrer handle 
were marked out and turned to shape with a detail gouge. 
Make the handle comfortable to hold. 
 
 

 

Gorgi Armen:-     The Master at work.    
A vase/urn   segmented in sections,  
made from Jacaranda and Kwila 
(Merbau) with an added extra      Middle 
Eastern Beads.    What more can I say. 
 

 

 

 



A scoop was next. “a scoop is basically an egg cup with a bit cut away” so they can be a 
variety of shapes. Meg made this one out of a bit of Rosewood and the process was to:- 
determine the length of the bowl and mark off. Turn down to required bowl diameter and 
hollow out working from centre to outside using a detail gouge. Shape the outside to match 
the inside and make sure the walls are an even thickness otherwise doesn’t look so good 
when part is cut away. Rubbing the bevel produces a shiny finish so only minimal sanding is 
required to finish off. Use a food safe oil to finish it (not olive oil as it can go rancid). Cut the 
scoop using a coping saw (or band saw if you wish). Turn the handle and part off. This is a 
good exercise for getting the wall thickness right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meg went on to say that spoons can 
be made by a similar process, check 
the internet for ideas and 
experiment. She had devised a 
chuck held jig for turning a small 
spoon and then turning the handle 
between centres. 
 
Thanks Meg for an easy to understand demo. 
 

------------------------- 
 
For those who would like to make some of Rupert’s cars he has provided this drawing. 
 

 

   

 

 



 
Reminders -   put it in your diary NOW 
 
The Christmas Party has been booked at Belrose Bowling Club for Sunday 20 th. November. 
Graham Truelove will organise menue’s. further details to be advised next month. 
 
 
As reported in last month’s newsletter – a reminder that - 
Jim Vatiliotis passed on the following information from Gordon Bowling Club:- 
 
The Gordon Bowling Club Exhibition will be held on Friday 4th ,Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th 
of NOVEMBER 
We look forward to you exhibiting  
Opening 6pm on Friday night    Admission free for visitors 
A glass of champagne and nibbles will be provided  
Entry fee is $ 10 / painting with maximum $ 50 There is no extra fee for entries above 5 
Commission  is 20 % 
Insurance of all exhibits is the artists responsibility 
This year we will accept woodwork & sculpture as per last year and also ceramics. 
Entry fee irrespective of number is $ 20 (see note below) 
Entries close on Monday  10th October  
Deliveries of art to be made between 1pm & 5pm on Wednesday 2nd November and unsold 
items to be picked up from club after 3 pm on Sunday 6th.(see note below) 
Regards 
John Moran Exhibition Director  Phone  0414 693060 (see note below) 
NOTE 
Jim Vatiliotis, a member of SNB Woodturners will arrange to pick up items from the clubhouse 
and take them to the bowling club. 
If there only a few entries from SNB Woodturners, Jim will put these in as one group and there 
will be no entry fee. 
Ring Jim for further information. Phone 94161629 
 
This would be an excellent way to showcase your work to the North Shore community 

-------------------------------------- 

 

Unused equipment for sale. Make an offer to the treasurer  

 

  

  

 

Triton saw table complete with 
Triton saw 

 

Ryobi bench drill 5 speed 

GMC router table with router 

 



 

Events Diary.   
 

 

Bunnings BBQ for 2016 

 
 

 

Sunday Meetings 

 

 

General 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

Raffle Winners 

 
 

Best Wishes 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays 

 
 

New Members 

 
 
 
 
 

,  
- Happy Birthday to you all.  In September –,John Bellamy, Gary 
Cox, Aaron Ehrlich, Dick McCaughey, and Joe Reaney,  

Our best wishes for recovery go to  
 

The next Bunnings date will be., Friday 14th October  
 

Ted Goodman wants wooden handled carpenter’s chisels.  
Made by Berg Sweden and stamped with a shark. If you have 
any then phone Ted on 9982-2259 and put the bite on him. 

The RAFFLE winners were  - $40 Bunnings voucher - Paddy 
deKlerk and $20 Bunnings voucher  - Marj Butler. 
 

Next is Sunday.16th October 

The club has a bench drill, 6in bench grinder and an electric 
planer for sale. Make your offers to Libby. 
Ken Cooper has a 14in Hafco band saw for sale at $250 and 
Guiliano Sammuri also has a band saw for sale. 
 

 

Welcome  to :- 

 



Stop Press          Scenes from the Palm Beach Market. 
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