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President:  Jack Butler 
Vice President:  Graham Truelove 
Secretary:  Barry Brown 
Treasurer:  Derek Camiller 
 

Newsletter Editors:  Graham Truelove 
 and Lloyd Ross 

Newsletter email:          lloydross@bigpond.com 
 
Photography:  Derek Camiller 
 
 

Correspondence:   
Attn  Barry Brown 
4 Friendship Place 
Beacon Hill 
NSW 2100 
 

Workshop: 
Narrabeen RSL Club 
Nareen Pde 
Nth Narrabeen NSW 2101 
 

Meetings: 
Tuesday & Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 
Saturday 9am – 3:00 pm 
 

Monthly: 
3rd Sunday of each month 10:00am-3:30pm 
 

Web:        www.snbwoodturners.com 
Email       snbwoodturners@hotmail.com 

This Month’s Demonstrator 
 

Ken Cooper 

 

 
 
 

Notice of AGM 
 

Our AGM meeting will be Sunday 17th July. At Narrabeen RSL 
 
All positions will become vacant. There is a nomination form attached for you to nominate a person for 
the indicated positions or nominate yourself to a position to help the club run. 

 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Do you have any questions, 
answers, tips, tricks, bright ideas, 
anything to do with  turning, the 
club, or just want to have a good old 
fashioned whinge…this forum is for 
YOU! 
 
email: The Editor  
          About-Turn Newsletter 
          lloydross@bigpond.com 
 

From Aaron Ehrlich. 
1.To dry green wood -  place 
turnings in a brown paper bag 
till it stabilises in weight.          
 
 2.To help tearing grain during 
turning, apply water and polish 
and leave for a while for  the 
grain to stiffen allowing it to be 
cut easier. 
 
From Owen Holden 

Sharpening Knives 
To remove the small stub left 
after parting off , it’s a little 
easier to use a sharp knife 
rather than a skew chisel. 
 
The best way to sharpen 
kitchen knives on the grinder is 
to present the knife to the 
grinding wheel with the edge 
facing down , using only your 
hands to support the blade at 
the correct angle. 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE forward your tips and 
tricks to me. We can all learn from 
others experience, otherwise this 

column will disappear. 

Lloyd 

Wood-eze 
WOODTURNING SUPPLIES 

for all 
Woodturning Requirements 

      ----------------------------------- 
 

Teknatool & GPW Chucks 
 

Lathe Accessories 
 

Arbortec Products 
 

P & N Chisels 
 

Razortip Pyrography Products 
 

Pen Parts/Clocks 
Craft Supplies 

 

Reseller: Carba-Tec/GPW 
 
 

Leigh & Yvonne Ferguson 
130 The Promenade 

Sans Souci NSW 2219 
Ph: (02) 9593-4692    
Mob: 0412 901 991 

wood-eze@optusnet.com.au 
 

The Timber & WWW Show is on the Friday 24th, Sat 
25th & Sun 25th June 2016 and the tickets are $7.00. 
 
 
Could you please put your name on sheets which are on 
the club notice broad, if you are coming & pay John Cottle 
by the 24th May.   
 
Will need to give David final numbers & money on the 30th 
May 2016. 
Select the sheet for Tickets and/or Demonstrator or 
Marshalls & indicate what day you would like to come. 
 
Talk to John Cottle for details. 



MONTHLY  MEETING      SUNDAY      15th May .2016 
 

A very good meeting was underway with the reading of the minutes from the last meeting by Secretary Barry 
Brown.  The minutes were accepted and passed as a true reading of the previous minutes.   
Barry then mentioned donations that we had made recently which have been over the $900.00 mark.  He also 
mentioned our assistance with the Fire and Rescue Charity Ride wherein we helped with donations which went 
to the Westmead Children s Hospital Burns unit.’ 
Correspondence included letters from the Cancer Foundation of Australia and the Fire and Rescue Charity Ride 
thanking us for our support by way of cash donations. 
Treasurer  ----  Derek then gave the financial report  which is very pleasing to see that we are still nicely in the 
blue and continuing to donate to worthy charities. 
Our last Bunnings BBQ was two days ago, Friday the 13th.  Being a Friday it was a little slow but we made 
money and had fun at the same time.  Thank you all, you know who you are. 
June mentioned that a three day Woodturning symposium will be held in Auckland New Zealand on the  29 – 30 
September  and  the 1st of October this year  and anyone wishing to attend,  what she said will be an absolutely 
first class event can contact her for details. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING       19 June  
 
Don’t forget we want Show and Tell to include anything that you have to show as well as the challenge subject. 
S  &  T   plays a major role in our monthly meeting agenda.  Everyone is always interested in the work that is 
shown on the day and it often gives us ideas to have a go at something that maybe we had not thought of. 
 

BARGAINS................... 

 
WE HAVE IN THE STORE 

 
SELLEYS AQUADHERE                                                $5.00 
SELLEYS ALL FIX                                                       $3.00 
2LTR BOTTLES OF END GRAIN SEALER                        $2.00 
NO MORE GAPS                                                         $2.00 
MAXI NAILS                                                              $3.00 

 

Show & Tell 
 

The challenge was to to turn :- A TRINKET BOX AND OR AN EGG AND EGGCUP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Alex..... told us last week being Greek Easter 
necessitated him to partake by producing a 
hard boiled egg (dyed red with food dye).  
An egg cup and a small trinket box made 
from Kodo Timber. 
 

Ken Cooper..... Two screw top trinket boxes    A 
cedar box    A jacaranda box     A Huon Pine 
lidded box     A circular Jewelery box      and the   
coup-de-gras   a tetrahedron trinket box.  
 



 
 
 
 

 

Derek ....A lidded box that he had turned 
from a branch off next door’s gum tree. 
 

 

John....two trinket boxes    one from 
Rosewood and one from a Burl with a Huon 
Pine top. 

 

Tim .....a lidded box from Jacaranda        
and from a Red Malley Burl  two very nice 
handles for a cheese grater and a jam 
spoon. 
 

Meg....A trinket box from New Guinea 
Rosewood,  a lattice trinket box from 
contoniasta  with pendants thrown in for 
good luck. 

 

 
Gary C..egg cups that convert into the 
shape of an egg. (what came first Gary the 
egg or the egg cup) 
 

 



 

 

 
 
Paul...Gets his ideas from walking the beaches and 
swimming the beach pools.  These he calls his kelp series.                
Kelp series    No. 4    is a seafood basket.            No. 5   
is a seafood platter basket                    No. 6 a decorated 
vase bowl      and        No.7      a seaside inspired vase 
bowl. 
 
 

 

Barry B...Just to show you that I can turn 
an egg 

 

Jack....eggs  and  egg cups and a trinket box. 
 

  

Gorgi ....A large hollowed vase turned from   
Merbau   (1/4 inch thick all over)  with the top 
extended from the same wood virtually 
impossible to tell where the join is.  He then 
showed us his (some will say impossible) puzzle.  
Do you know how it is done? 
 

Graham....... lidded boxes eggs and egg cup 
and a judges hammer (gavel and block) 
 



 
 

Our next meeting will be on 19th June and the CHALLENGE IS TO TURN   two pillarettes   
See below.  
 
 
 
 

Demonstration:     

 
SNBW members are among the privileged.  Over the years we have been fortunate to have had the cream of 
woodturners demonstrate at our club.   
By seeing the best, we then become inspired to turn Bowls and Vases and Candle Stick Holders and Salt and 
Pepper grinders and so on and so on, well before having mastered the art of basic turning.  (Beads, coves, 
using  correctly)  all the tools and no Tech training).  
I would say this applies to well over 95% of us, who have taken up turning as a hobby and because we are 
lucky enough to have a lot of members who are 1st class turners, have been taught to use the tools reasonably 
well enough to get us by. 
With all of this in mind Ken Cooper has put a procedure in place where we are able to put ourselves through a 
refresher/beginners starting course. 
It only takes 30min to an hour to complete one of the practice exercises and if stuck at will help us to become 
better turners. 
As Ken said, once you are using the correct tools and are using them the correct way, it is then only practice   
practice   practice.   
Today-- thanks to Ken Cooper, we have been brought down to earth very smartly.  Ken took us on his---- as I 
call it     “BACK TO BASICS” .  
He started by introducing us to some woodturning exercises.   Today it was to turn a  PILLARETTE, WELL   not 

quite   a     PILLARETTE     two of them     exactly the same. 

 
He commenced by showing why you turn at a sensible speed, which is a speed to turn efficiently.  He did this 
by showing how the tool bounces if too slow and then turning at various speeds doing the same work. 
He went on to show how to centre the work by nicking the square with the skew chisel and then squaring the 
ends with the skew chisel on a slightly inwards track then rounding over the sides of the square once again with 
the skew chisel.   
He explained and demonstrated how he likes a nice steady underhand grip on the tool rest, when using the 
skew . 
He then went on to explain and show how he roughed down to about 1mm to go with the roughing gouge. 
It was then back to the skew chisel to cut to size, showing how he turns the skew up to the short end when  
reaching the shoulder to get right into the corner. 
Using and explaining the benefits of a template he showed again with the use of the skew how to complete the  
setting out of the job.  He used the long point to get the depth of the bead and then back to the short end to 
shape the bead.  He showed and explained the benefit using a pencil line in the centre of the bead to ensure 
the same size for each bead. 
He finished the job by using the detail gouge to complete the rounds at the ends. 
On the completion of that job he went on to do another one exactly the same. 
Ken was constantly pointing out and showing why it is so important to use the bevels on the tools. 
I might add that Ken had turned over a dozen of these pillarettes for us to copy from.  They all looked identical 
to me and none required any sanding. 
The demonstration was finished off with Ken inviting several of us up to turn various sections of another 
pillarette.  The participation was excellent which showed the lesson was a huge success. 

 



During this last session Ken explained and showed us how and why we get catches with the skew chisel.  It is 
amazing we even jump when sitting back in the 5th and 6th row and this is when we know the catch is coming. 
It was incredible Ken told us when a catch was coming and why, he made it look so easy.  Almost as though it 
was meant to be. 
This demonstration by a man who is up with the best turners was fantastic and was even more so when Ken 
explained his reasons  for wanting us to go back and learn how to do everything  correctly. 
His reasoning,  very briefly is-----As the old experienced turners are getting older there are not enough younger 
people going through the correct training procedures to continue the teaching of an art and trade that is 
centuries old. 
Ken has put a lot of time and effort into helping us. Let’s repay him by doing the basics and in even if only in a 
small way, hopefully contributing to the continuation for centuries more to come,  the wonderful art of 
woodturning. 

With all of this in mind our next challenge is to turn  two pillarettes   as per the drawing below.    

See Ken or Graham if you require more info. 
Have a go at this one ladies and gents it will be very interesting to see what we all call identical. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
From Paul Cosgrave 
Hi Lloyd, 
Here is a small account of a recent trip to 'Bangaroo' in Sydney. While it is not specifically about woodturning I 
thought your readers may enjoy an account of a recent walk. 
 
The Bangaroo Walk.   
 
I am now over 60 and was recently sent a 'Seniors Card' and with the purchase of an 'Opal' card I am now 
entitled to travel on public transport all day for the princely sum of $2.50. 
To celebrate, my wife and I together with a small group of friends took the bus to Manly, catching the ferry to 
Circular Quay and another ferry to Darling Harbour to begin our walking tour of the new 'Bangaroo' urban 
renewal project. 
It's brilliant and I highly recommend taking a look at this 'new' part of the city. Depart the ferry at Bangaroo 
South and take 'Walugul Walk' around the foreshore to 'Stargazer Lawn'  which is an enormous field built over 
an absolutely cavernous man made hill. Take the available lifts to the top of the hill and you will catch a glimpse 
of of what a huge undertaking it is. 
From there it is a gentle stroll down to the many piers and restaurants which then lead to the 'Rocks' and 
around to 'Circular Quay. 
We became somewhat lost shortly after our decent from 'Stargazer Lawn' and quite by accident found ourselves 
imposing on the hospitality of the Lord Nelson Brewery Hotel, Sydney's oldest continually licensed hotel serving 
many a fine craft beer including 'Three Sheets', 'Quayle Ale', 'Nelsons Blood' and many more, all of which I can 
highly recommend. 
If for any reason you may be unable to complete the walk, simply wait for the next bus to Circular Quay, taking 
the ferry from Jetty #3 returning to Manly. 
 
Take the time to check out Bangaroo, you will be pleasantly surprised 
Regards 
Paul 
 

  

 

 



 

Events Diary.   
 

 

Bunnings BBQ for 2016 

 
 

 

Sunday Meetings 

 

 

General 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Raffle Winners 

 
 

Best Wishes 
 
 
 

 

 

Birthdays 

 
 

 New Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In March and April:-  Marj Butler, Clyde Parkinson, Elizabeth Beaman, Gregory 
Beaman, Guiliano Sammuri, James Funnell, John Turner, Rupert Linn, Suzi 
Poland and Virginia Head 
And in May Peter Charlton, Barry Child, Gordon McKenzie, & Gordon Scott,  
- Happy Birthday to you all.   

Our best wishes for recovery go to 
 

The next Bunnings date will be., ,.  Sat 25th June. 
Please advise Gordon Scott of your participation and if you would prefer morning 
or afternoon shift. Roster sheets will be on the club noticeboard. 

Ted Goodman wants wooden handled carpenter’s chisels.  
Made by Berg Sweden and stamped with a shark. If you have 
any then phone Ted on 9982-2259 and put the bite on him. 

 

The RAFFLE winner was Gary Cox 
 

Next is Sunday.19th June 
 

The club has a bench drill, 6in bench grinder and an electric planer for sale. 
Make your offers to Derek. 
Ken Cooper has a 14in Hafco band saw for sale at $250 and Guiliano 
Sammuri also has a band saw for sale. Paul Cosgrave also has a Band Saw 
for sale. Paul Walker has a lathe for sale. 
 

Welcome to   We hope you enjoy your time with us 

 

 



A tip from Dick McCaughey, 
  
I am working my way through the club’s library collection of The Australian Woodworker magazines. 
I have come across a couple of tips which were unknown to me but may be well known to the longer standing 
turners in the club. 
However I would like to share them with the members. 
  
First is a simple test for the alignment of your drill press table. 
The enclosed photo should be self explanatory. 
If you wish to read about it go to the Australian Woodworker folder number 11 and go to page 73 of the 
January/February 2002 edition. 
  
Second tip is ridding a burl of unwanted bark using a water blaster. 
The enclosed photo shows a burl prepared by water blasting. 
The full story can be read in the Australian Woodworker folder number 11 and go to page 40 of the 
November/December 2001 edition. 
  
Cheers, Dick 

 

  

LOST BOOK.  Ken Cooper is looking for one of his books of exercises in woodturning which he 
has been showing at the workshop in recent times. One book is missing and is needed for 
further instruction. If you have the book or know where it may be would you please contact 
Ken or Jack or return it to the club as soon as possible. 

REMINDERs  -   
 
Your SNB Woodturners membership is due for renewal by the 30th June. A Membership 
renewal form is included with this newsletter. 
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