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February 2011 meeting . 
 
 
 
Show and Tell was conducted by Aaron and we had some quality pieses on display. The 
challenge this month was to “turn more than just timber” or create mixed media. 
 
The show got under way with Jack Butler showing two bud vases made from local Banksia 
cones. Jack had created a pattern by filling some of the seed pod holes with pewter which he 
obtained from old salt and pepper holders (courtesy of Salvos) that were melted down, made 
into sticks and melted into the holes using a soldering iron. A skew and detail gouge were 
used to create the shape.  
Next Jack showed a lidded box (from jacaranda of course) that had a nice embellishment 
done with NZ Paua shell embedded in casting resin. Jack noted that a slow speed approx 250 
rpm needed when turning the resin to prevent it from melting. 
Following that was a pair of wine goblets that were turned from Gidgee sanded to 600 grit 
and burnished with paper towel to produce a very mellow finish. 
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Meg had made a lidded box made from jacarandah that she had 
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Demonstration 
Our demonstrator for this month was Ken Cooper who titled his demonstration;- 
 

“I never knew that !” 
Ken proceeded to give us a multitude of tips from his own experience on Lathe usage and 
Maintenance. I hope I do justice with my description of his demo. These tips may be very 
useful for some of our newer members (and a reminder for the rest of us) 
 

• Your lathe must be stable and vibration free to get good results. Bolt it down or use 
weights/sandbags to stop it moving. 

• Don’t use the lathe bed as an anvil – don’t abuse it. Cast Iron can be brittle. 
• Keep the sliding surfaces smooth, wax with a candle, remove nicks with a file or 

abrasive. 
• Keep tailstock slide clean to enhance accuracy. 
• Keep motor clean – use compressor to blow out dust that builds up in the motor. 
• Check and adjust endplay on bearings on drive shaft. 
• The taper in the drive shaft can be used to hold small pieces instead of a chuck. 
• Be careful not to mushroom the ends of drive centres by hammering with a metal 

hammer. If they become damaged clean them up before inserting in the taper. 
• Periodically clean out Morse taper sockets, be careful not to ream out too much, do by 

hand only. There is a plastic tool that can be bought to do the job. 
• When using a Jacobs chuck in the tail stock ensure it is fitted tightly. Better still, have 

a threaded rod welded to the tapered shaft of the chuck so that it passes through the 
tailstock and secure with a nut and washer. You can make an attachment that locks on 
the drill bit and contacts the tool rest to stop the Jacobs chuck from vibrating and 
rotating. 

• If your chuck becomes locked on the drive shaft be very careful how you free it. 
Locking pins, indexing pins and the chuck key mechanism can be broken if you over 
strain them. Use a fibre washer between the chuck and drive shaft shoulder. 

• If chuck becomes stuck, a metal rod can be held in the jaws of the chuck and with the 
drive belt restrained a sharp tap on the rod it should come free. Do NOT use the chuck 
key as leverage to free the chuck. 

• Make sure the chuck is on tight before starting the motor so that it doesn’t take up 
suddenly on the thread and lock up. 

• Be careful in the use of the hand wheel to slow down rotation when stopping, inertia 
from large or heavy items can make the chuck spin off. 

• Be careful running a chuck with no job in it. Chuck jaws have a locking pin which can 
be tapped in to give a bit of extra diameter, when wound out and under no load they 
can fly out. 

• Chucks should be periodically be cleaned out to remove built up dust and junk. 
• To remove the jaws find the locking pin and knock in then unscrew the jaws, remove 

backing plate, remove worm drive and clean with Kerro and a toothbrush and 
reassemble. Can also use a toothpick and a bit of cloth to clean the grooves of the 
worm drive. 

• When using a chuck screw to hold larger pieces it can be beneficial to make a wooden 
disk to fit over the chuck so as to give a bigger bearing area to hold the piece. (see 
photo) 

• For larger work the back of the chuck jaws can be used for support by making the jaw 
recess deeper or by using a spacer disk over the jaws. 

• For chuck work where you need access to the back of the piece and the headstock is in 
the way, an adaptor can be made to fit the tailstock so that the chuck can be mounted 
in the tailstock. See photo. 

• Tools:- some turning tools come with small tangs which are inheritably dangerous. 
Grind the tool to make a longer tang so the tool doesn’t come out of the handle. Make 
the handle thick in the area of the tang and use a substantial ferrule. Brass plumbing 
fittings make good ferrules. 

• On skew chisels the edge of the long point can be ground/softened to give a cleaner 
finish on serpentine shapes. 

• Vernier gauge and other gauges should have the inside points ground back to stop dig 
in’s when measuring rotating work. 

• Old files do not make good tools as they are very hard and brittle and can shatter. 



• Grinder safety:- check wheels for cracks, give a tap and listen for hollow or dull sound. 
Check guards are in place and functioning. 8in wheel best for grinding tools. Make sure 
you wear safety glasses. 

• Check timber for splits and shakes. 
• Use a shadow board, white one side, black the other, to sight profile against. 
 
 
Ken finished off by demonstrating the turning of a cabriole table leg using 3 centres. 
Thanks Ken for a well thought out list of tips and demonstration. 
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Membership contact details 
 
We can not contact you about events if we don’t have updated contact details. If you change 
your email address or other details please advise June McKimmie or Meg Webster so that the 
contact list can be kept up to date. 
 
From the Guild secretary :- Chris Dunn 
Members 
Below is the name and address of the man who can supply you with burls & stuff. 
 
Vick 
61 Boronia St 
South Wentworthville        Near the M4 overpass 
Burls , Slabs, Pen Blanks, Malley stump @ $ 4.90 / Kg. See Meg for phone No. 
 -------------------------------------------- 
Some of you may be interested in purchasing wood working books.  
 
From: Greg Higgins <GregHi@footprint.com.au> 
To: admin@sydneywoodturners.com.au 
Cc: guildnewsletter@exemail.com.au 
Sent: Tue, 15 February, 2011 4:53:34 PM 
Subject: ATT Bill Black: Value-add to Sydney Woodturner's Guild - member discount on 
specialist Wood Working books 
 
Good afternoon George, 
I am the Sales Manager of Footprint Books. 
We are a wholesale distributor (based at Warriewood on Sydney’s Northern Beaches) in 
Australia and NZ of books from many publishers around the world. 
  
One of the publishers we represent is Stobart and Davies - http://www.stobartdavies.com/, a 
specialist UK publisher of books covering all aspects of wood working. 
  
I would like to make your members aware of the 120 or so titles we have available… and 
would like to talk to you about how we can do that. 
If you’d be able to link us on the SWG website, and perhaps send some information to your 
members by way of newsletters etc, in return, we can offer your members a 15% discount 
and free freight for any books they may order on our website. 
  
I have attached to this email Stobart and Davies’ new 2011 catalogue. Please ignore the 
prices though, as they are all in GBP and for the UK market. 
To see our local Australian RRP’s, just click the following link - 
http://www.footprint.com.au/product-listing.asp?ParentPage=browse-by-
publisher.asp&imprint=SD-0. 
  
Thanks for your time Bill, and I hope to hear from you soon! 
  
Kind Regards, 
Greg Higgins 
Sales Manager 
 
Footprint Books Pty Ltd 
1/6A Prosperity Parade, Warriewood  NSW  2102  Australia 
mob : 0451 532 050    tel : (+61) 02 9997 3973    fax : (+61) 02 9997 3185 
email : greghi@footprint.com.au 
www.footprint.com.au 
 
 
Happy Turning 
 
Lloyd  


	PRESIDENT     Jack Butler
	EMAIL ADDRESS –peninsulaturner@optusnet.com.au

	Demonstration
	“I never knew that !”

